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CONPIDENTIAL MOSCOW 2542 
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SUBJECT: SOVIET POREIGN TRADE AND CSCE 

SUMMARY: DEPUTY MINISTER OP POREIGN TRADE MANZHULO, IN EEB 19 
IZVESTIA INTERVIEW, LINKS SOVIET PERFORMANCE IN FOREIGN 
TRADE PILED TO SOVIET COMPLIANCE WITH TERMS OF HELSINKI 
PINAL ACT. IN EFPECT, MANZHULO PRESENTS TREMENDOUS GROWTH 
IN SOVIET TRADE WITH THE WEST AS PROOP OP GOOD SOVIET 
RECORD ON BASKET 1 1 ITEMS. DEALING ONLY IN GENERALITIES, HE 
AVOIDS DISCUSSING SPECIFIC OBLIGATIONS CONTAINED IN THIS 
PARTICULAR BASKET. SOVIET APPROACH SEEMS TO BE TO USE 
POREIGN TRADE TO BUILD CASE FOR SOVIET COMPLIANCE WITH PINAL 
ACT. END SUMMARY. 
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1. BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED. IN LENGTHY INTERVIEW SOVIET DEPUTY MINISTER 
OP POREIGN TRADE A. N. MANZHULO CITES SUCH PACTORS AS SUBSTANTIAL 
INCREASE IN TRADE WITH WEST SINCE 1974, LARGE NUMBER OP 
POREIGN EXHIBITS IN USSR, THE 'ALMOST' 180 POREIGN PIRMS 
WITH MOSCOW OFPICES, THE INCREASING NUMBER OP 'COMPENSATION' 
DEALS AND OP SOVIET MIXED FIRMS ABROAD AS EVIDENCE OP 
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SOVIET COMPLIANCE IN TRADE FIELD WITH LETTER AND SPIRIT 
OP HELSINKI PINAL ACT. WHEREAS SOVIET UNION STANDS FOR 
FULL COMPLIANCE WITH OBLIGATIONS OF FINAL ACT, HE STATES 
OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE NOT FULLY COMPLIED. DUTCH AND US ARE 
TWO COUNTRIES CITED FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN OBLIGA- 
TIONS. MANZHULO RECITES STANDARD SOVIET REJECTION OF ALL 
ATTEMPTS TO EXERT PRESSURE ON THEM TO LIVE BY RULES IN- 
COMPATIBLE WITH 'SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY' AND ALSOMAKES PLUG 
FOR BREZHNEV EUROPEAN CONFERENCES PROPOSALS. END UNCLASSIFIED 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. COMMENT. INTERVIEW GIVES MANZHULO OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRESENT SOVIET RECORD ON COMPLIANCE WITH BASKET 1 1 IN POSITIVE 
LIGHT, THUS PROVIDING BASE FROM WHICH TO REFUTE ANY WESTERN COM- 
PLAINTS WHICH MIGHT ARISE AT BELGRADE IN THIS AREA. WITHOUT 
MENTIONING THE FORTHCOMING CSCE FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCE AT 
BELGRADE, THE ARTICLE ALSO SERVES TO WARN THE WEST THAT 

SOVIETS CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO STAY ON THE DEFENSIVE ABOUT 
RESTRAINTS ON TRADE. 

3. ALTHOUGH THE SOVIETS SEEM TO BE SAYING THAT THE IMPRESSIVE 
GROWTH IN SOVIET FOREIGN TRADE WITH THE WEST SPEAKS FOR 
ITSELF AS FAR AS HELSINKI FINAL ACT IN SONCERNED, MUCH OF 
THIS WOULDPROBABLY HAVE OCCURRED WITHOUT HELSINKI. THE 
SOVIETS ARE MERELY ATTEMPTING TO ATTRIBUTE AS MUCH AS THEY 
CAN TO THE RESULTS OF HELSINKI BASKET 1 1 WHETHER JUSTIFIED 
OR NOT. ILLUSTRATIVE OF THIS IS REPORT OF FRENCH COLLEAGUE 
THAT SOVIETS ATTEMPTED TO INSERT IN COMMUNIQUE OF MOST 
RECENT MEETING OF FRENCO-SOVIET 'PETITE COMMISSION' A SENTENCE 
ATTRIBUTING RESULTS OF ITS WORK TO CSCE. (FRENCH REJECTED THIS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 02542 241335Z 

MANEUVER, STATING THAT COMMISSION ANTECEDED HELSINKI BY MORE 
THAN 10 YEAR.) AND ALTHOUGH SOVIETS ARE VERY HAPPY TO 
INCLUDE GENERAL REFERENCES TO CSCE FINAL ACT IN TRADE PROTOCOLS 
WITH WESTERN COUNTRIES, THEY SEEM LESS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT 
REFERENCES TO SPECIFIC ARTICLES. SWEDES AHVE TOLD US THAT 
SOVIETS AT FIRST RESISTED - BUT FIANLLY ACCEDED TO - SWEDIS 
INSISTENCE THAT TEXT OF BASKET 1 1 ARTICLES BE INCLUDED IN 
LATEST SOVIET-SWEDISH TRADE PROTOCOL. END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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